Queensland Government

Cabinet – May 2021
Government response to the K’gari (Fraser Island) Bushfire Review Report 1: 2020-21
Minister for Police and Corrective Services and Minister for Fire and Emergency Services
Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth Affairs

1. K’gari (Fraser Island) is the world's largest sand island. It is the only place on Earth where tall rainforests grow on sand dunes at elevations of more than 200 metres, holds half the world's perched lakes, and has a diverse and spectacular environment. K’gari is World Heritage listed.
2. The K’gari fire was reported on 14 October 2020, in a camping area at the northern end of the Island. Over a two-month period, this fire burnt out over 85,000 hectares of bushland and posed a significant threat to several communities and assets on the Island.
3. Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES), Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) and Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation personnel worked together to contain and extinguish the fire, utilising a combination of QFES assets to preserve life, protect property, culturally significant sites, historic structures and the natural flora and fauna. QFES supplemented the firefighting efforts with 30 different waterbombing aircraft, during the incident dropping over 13.3 million litres of water on the fire.
4. On 2 December 2020, the Premier and Minister for Trade announced the Office of the Inspector-General of Emergency Management (IGEM) would undertake a review of the K’gari (Fraser Island) bushfire event (the Review).
5. The Review acknowledged the commitment and fortitude of fire management and response agencies, rural fire brigades, the Butchulla people and community associations on the island in responding to this highly complex and challenging bushfire event that tested response agencies.
6. The Review found opportunities for QFES and QPWS to better engage with relevant stakeholders, the Butchulla people and the community, to plan and undertake hazard mitigation activities on K’gari. This was particularly relevant across multiple land tenures with different landowners, which could benefit from further engagement as part of a reinvigorated Locality Specific Area Fire Management Group on K’gari.
7. Cabinet noted the report of the review undertaken by the Inspector-General of Emergency Management titled K’gari (Fraser Island) Bushfire Review Report 1: 2020-21.
8. Cabinet endorsed the Queensland Government Response to the K’gari (Fraser Island) Bushfire Review Report 1: 2020-21, with all 38 recommendations either supported or supported in principle.
9. Cabinet noted that the Minister for Police and Corrective Services and Minister for Fire and Emergency Services table the K’gari (Fraser Island) Bushfire Review Report 1: 2020-21 and the Queensland Government Response in the Queensland Parliament and approved public release of the documents.
10. Attachments:
· Review by the Inspector-General of Emergency Management - K’gari (Fraser Island) Review Report 1: 2020-21
· Queensland Government Response
